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Welcome
Housekeeping

Introductions:
• Mrs Cassidy – Headteacher
• Mr Brownlie – Deputy Head
• Mr Davis – Associate Assistant Head
• Mr Spencer – Progress Leader



Highlights from this year

Mr Davis



A Year Of Development & New Experiences

























Moving into Year 8

Mr Spencer



Year 8 at Crossley Heath
• Mr Spencer – Yr 8 Progress leader

• Will stay with the year group until at least the end of Year 10

• A focus on school values of:

- Responsibility - being ready to learn

- Aspiration – focusing on achieving exceptional results

- Purpose – taking a leading role supporting Yr7 Transition

- Respect – good manners are free and they help us stand out

- Challenge – house participation

- Self belief – that they can continue to make Crossley 
Heath a school of exceptional achievement



Supporting your child in Y8

•Ready to learn:

- Having required stationary

(2 x Pens and Pencils, Ruler, rubber, calculator)

- Rested, awake and ready, having had some breakfast

- A place to work on home learning



Year 8 Events

• Parents’ evening in November

• Day trips for field work 

• Condover Hall Residential in June

• Rewards trip in July - Great Yorkshire Show



The Curriculum from 
Year 8

Mrs Cassidy & Mr Brownlie



Curriculum Review – Our Aims

• To ensure that the school delivers a high quality curriculum with 

breadth and depth at KS3 so that all of our students make excellent 

progress across a range of subjects and achieve academic success at 

GCSE.

• To ensure all of our students gain the proficiency in KS3 that they 

need for future learning so that they can move successfully into 

future study and adult life. 

• To foster a love of learning and a sound understanding of the subjects 

they study.



Our current position
• Unlike most schools, students currently take options in Y8 and 

commence GCSE courses from Y9.

• Having Options in Y8 was introduced about a decade ago to help 
facilitate an accelerated curriculum under which students would sit 
up some of their GCSEs in Y10 and additional GCSEs in Y11.

• The introduction of reformed GCSEs made the accelerated curriculum 
no longer possible due to the end of ‘modularity’ and changes to the 
content and assessment.

• KS3 remained a truncated 2 years even though students were no 
longer taking GCSEs early.



Curriculum Changes
• Currently, students discontinue some subjects after Y8 and start their GCSE courses in Y9.  We believe that students will 

be better served by taking their options in Y9, and formally starting their GCSE courses in Y10.

• Students will continue to study the full range of subjects, including languages, computing, arts, music and technology 

throughout Y8 and Y9 before selecting which optional GCSEs to study during years 10 and 11.  Core subjects (English, 

maths and three separate sciences) will continue to be delivered throughout years 7-11.

• Students will therefore retain a greater breadth of study for longer, thus facilitating deeper learning across the range of 

subjects. 

• Students will therefore receive an enhanced grounding in the key knowledge, concepts, research and independent 

learning before embarking on GCSE courses (which are designed to be studied over 2 years) 

• Next year’s Y8 curriculum will be unchanged, with students following the same subjects for the same amount of time as 

previous cohorts.

• In Y9 students will be reordered from 6 forms to 7 as is currently the case, reducing class size.



Benefits of a 3-year Key Stage 3
• By studying the full range of National Curriculum subjects throughout Years 7, 8 and 9 students are able to study 

a breadth of subjects for longer, and can study each subject in greater depth over three years rather than two.

• Year 9 will deliver a learning experience that better prepares students for GCSE study, for example by extending 

their ‘mastery’ of key concepts and through focussing on skills that we know are needed for GCSE study. 

• For this cohort, the breadth and depth of their studies at primary school had already been compromised as a 

result of the pandemic.  Making this change will be particularly useful for them.

• GCSEs are designed to be completed in two years, not three. Our students are very academically able and are 

more than capable of studying these courses in two years.

• The choice of which subjects to study at GCSE is an important decision. Year 8 is arguably very early to make 

such big decisions.  Taking options in Y9 gives students more exposure to the full range of subjects to help 

inform their choices.  Giving the students an extra year of knowledge acquisition and skill development, means 

that students will be that much more mature and better prepared to make what is the right decision for them. 



Educational Background
• Thinking amongst educationalists such as Christine Counsell and the Chief Inspector, Amanda Spielman 

about curriculum design has shifted to focus on careful consideration of sequencing of learning and content 
that guarantees long term learning.

• Ofsted, in its research role, rather than its inspection role, conducted a large-scale review of curriculum 
research.  The findings advocate a curriculum which supports children to acquire and become really 
proficient in the foundational knowledge of each subject so that they will enjoy faster progress later on.

• Christine Counsell calls this ‘generative’ knowledge i.e., it generates the capacity to learn future knowledge 
and concepts more quickly and securely. 

• GCSE content assumes the foundations of the subject are in place before the course is started. So, at the 
moment, students start GCSE courses without some of that deeper, foundational learning in place and they 
then acquire it over the 3 years.

• Many of our students thrive in terms of results but still have a narrow view of their subjects, but we do have 
other students who never fully grasp those foundations when learning alongside the GCSE content.

• One of the Ofsted subject reviews comments ‘all students can keep up when the                                         
foundations of the subject are consolidated -where there are lots of                                                            
opportunities for purposeful practice before moving                                                                          
on to learn GCSE content’. 



Academic Research
How Students Study History

• Hammond, in 2014 sought to explain what differentiated the strongest examples of 
historical argument from weaker ones. She suggested that pupils, when constructing 
historical arguments, were drawing on ‘layers of knowledge’ about the past.

• Where they had been drilled to meet exam requirements rather than laying the 
foundations of the subject, students’ responses to exam questions were generally weaker.

• Bridges and Palek who followed the work of Hammond say:

“It is likely that pupils will be best prepared for the demands of GCSE and A-level study 
by beginning these courses with a wide-ranging and secure knowledge of the past. 
Because of how knowledge interacts in history, this is likely to be more effective than 
narrow or direct preparation for examination requirements in earlier stages.                     
It also ensures that the curriculum is appropriately broad”.



Subjects

•Deep study in one subject supports understanding in 
other subjects.
• History: English, RS, Geography, RS, Science, Art…
• RS: History, Art, Science…
• Music: Maths, Art…



Timetable Changes – Y8
• The Y8 timetable for students will be exactly the same as for previous cohorts.



Timetable Changes – Y9
• In Y9 students will study the full range of option subjects for 9 of the 25 hours a week.  This is one hour a week 

more option time than previous cohorts.  The one hour comes from English which already receives a generous 

allocation in other years.



Timetable Changes – Y10
• From Y10 students will take their GCSE option subjects.  A total of 10 timetabled hours out of 25 will be 

dedicated the 4 options GCSEs.  This includes 2 additional rotation (one week on, one week off) lessons.  The 

time for these rotations comes from a reduction in the number of science lessons (from seven to six) and 

maths (from four to three) in in Y10 only. Year 11 allocations remain unchanged.

• Having consulted with all of our department leaders they are confident that they will be able to deliver the 

same, or better, outcomes at GCSE under this system.



Focus of KS3
• The focus of KS3 will be to explicitly develop knowledge of concepts that may be 

particularly important to support pupils to learn later whilst enjoying the breadth 

of the subject.

• The curriculum will prioritise developing knowledge of concepts that will have the 

maximum impact on all pupils’ capacity to learn the future curriculum.

• If they have all the foundational knowledge securely in place at the start of the 

course, they should do even better in terms of GCSE outcomes.

• This acceleration of learning once the foundations are firmly established 

mitigates any loss of time. 



Comparison with other similar schools



School Performance

• Good results don’t depend on the length of time you study –there are lots of other factors

• The 3 year GCSE was not delivering high results in 2017.

• The reason for the uplift in our results in 2018 was that we switched the focus to the amount of progress made and 

improved T&L, despite tougher specifications

Tom Sherrington completed an analysis of schools offering 2 or 3 year KS3 and his review concluded: 

“Almost certainly the quality of what is planned and delivered within any of the time                                        

allocations here matters a lot more than the structures themselves”

CHS Progress

2017 2018 2019

0.20 0.41 0.44


