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Letds start with a massive thank you to anyone reading thi
Heath School Family as a student, parent, staff member, parent, alumni or community member. Thank you for

supporting our students to set some fantastic records which we are really proud of and for which we are grateful

for your support in achieving.

In a recordbreaking past few months, here is what our school family have been achieving:

Our highest ever GCSE exam results
With over 70% of students achieving GradeY (A/A*) we were not simply the best school in Calderdale once more, yet we wer®als
silver medalists in the quest to be the highest attaining school in all of Yorkshire. This is a tremendous feat gi:~~
that all our students are encouraged to study the academically challenging curriculum areas of Humanities a
Languages over a two, not thregear, GCSE course. We believe in academic
stretch and challenge, in challenging our students to have the courage to gc
eyond the norm and stand out from the crowd. It is wonderful to see them |

The fastest growing and improving Sixth Form around
It is wonderful to see the amazing pace at which our Sixth Form is transforming and strengthening. Our number of studentgroasm by
50% from 100 in | ast yeards Year 13 to a record 150 perfectsizhfors y e a
individualised learning in small class sizes, yet a growth in popularity linked to the best Sixth Form offer in our local @fesck out our
Sixth Form promises at the bottom of our Sixth Form applications website section Hefihe A*B attainment of our students shot up by
10% and with this rapid improvement on track to continue we are excited to be returning to the peak of academic excellend. fite
hours of teaching per subject each week, new academic tutors to work with students in free periods and seven pastoral stalitdted to
Sixth Form support there is more time and care given to our students than can be found
elsewhere. As a result, our Sixth
Formers are thriving.

The first (but certainly not the last) international sports tours this decade
Our international sports tours are back! In October over 50 of our boys travelled to Canada for a tremendously successfoy togr.
Winning seven out of eight games, staying with local families, whale watching and creating memories to last forever. Ovefreidr girls
travelled to Abu Dhabi and Dubai to shine in games on netball and football against local and international schools. Hagiglitig souks,
exploring the desert and representing our school with pride. Amazing and the exciting news is that 2027 tour planning is nuvejeé

...u.....q, \ : [ ! ‘
" _‘_.3-‘2 ‘ “‘\u‘.ihll..



https://www.crossleyheath.org.uk/hiddenarea/sixth-form/student-zone/applications
https://www.crossleyheath.org.uk/hiddenarea/sixth-form/student-zone/applications
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The first (but certainly not the last) Crossley Heath Leadership Conference
We are proud to be a state school, home to students from all different backgrounds, yet we also want our students to have
every opportunity available to students attending fee paying private schools. Thanks to our lifelong Crossley Heath
relationships with alumni f g - - - -
a place in their hearts, we are able to achieve this. Fresh frol
supporting the return of cricket nets to our arena and
beginning the development of the new 2G pitch at the rear o
our school (how exciting!) our alumnus David Briggs
sponsored our inaugural Leadership Conference in London.
Our Crossley Brothers Scholarship students from 2025 Ame
and Luke, along with a host of student leaders spent a day
experiencing leadership advice and connecting with mentors
to support them in their educational and career journeys
ahead. Unique support that being part of Crossley Heath
school provides and continues to provide after graduation.

Our highest Autumn Term attendance yet

Being in the Top 1% of attendance in the country during thi
courage, commitment and enjoyment of school. Being in school every day is =y
best step to achieving highly and with 3o
around 390 students still with their 100%
ttendance record for this year, we gave
em a richlydeserved celebration in our
ouse event Santa Dash to find hidden
hocolate and even our own hidden Santa
laus with a sack full of queue jump pass
say well done. For all students who
chieve 100% attendance from the first da
ack in January through to Easter there wil i
e a queue jump pass for each and
veryone and an Easter egg hunt led by th |
aster Bunny to celebrate the resilience
nd commitment it takes to be in school
very day.

(0]

So where do we go from here as we head into Spring? So many positive experiences lie ahead

The launch of our new Sporting Excellence Programme for Sixth Formers wishing to purse a dual careers of regional/natioehl le
sport alongside A Levels. This is being developed in partnership with leading Universities to offer coaching, strength dticoriclyg,
nutritional and psychological training to our students who compete in sport alongside their studies.

Our next alumni networking and leadership conference taking place here in Halifax.

Continued preparation for our performing arts showpiece events like Piano Festival, House Drama and Matilda!
We hope our students and their families continue to be happy, healthy and thriving here at Crossley Heath throughout theYiéew
and beyond. Best wishes.

Mr Jones.

(&
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KS3 Reading Cano

KS3 READING CANON

[_,' I r,. l—f_—T: Tr \i By exploring texts within the school's literacgading
B;“ﬁ:i*" PRI ' canon, students can recognise their own
| $U° & o 1 communities while engaging in worlds very different
ol A from their own, fostering empathy and a broader
U Nl I perspective.
Wz

A goal of a grammar school education is
to teach essential literacy skills using
texts from thereading canon, preparing

students for future academic success
and meaningful cultural conversations.
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Sponsorship New
from Our Loc

We are delighted to share some fantastic sponsorship news that highlights the growing support from our local business
community.

This term, we were thrilled to welcom@ames Smith from ASafeinto school to present him with one of the shirts he has so
kindly sponsored for our boysd Canada Tour, along with team
difference to the students on this exciting international opportunity.

We were also pleased to welcom& a mes OO Ro u,r kveh ol urteocréinged a personali sed hoodi
UAE Tour. This sponsorship was secured in a wonderfully creative way: the PE team held a raffle, with the top prize being the

chance to sponsor the tour ki a brilliant idea that brought lots of excitement!

In addition, we have been fortunate to receive several further offers of support from local compankesthetique Dental Care
inLeedshas generously sponsored t he HBlanghased Absabetterways guppdrtingouot bal | s |
younger girlsd netball teams through new kit sponsorship.

We are incredibly grateful for the enthusiasm and kindness shown by these organisations. Building strong relationships with
local businesses not only enhances opportunities for our students but also strengthens our wider school community. We look
forward to developing these partnerships even further in the year ahead, bigger and better than ever!
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Crossl ey Brothers S
London Conf er enct

This year marked an exciting milestone for
Crossley Heath with the launch of the first ever
Crossley Brothers Scholarship. Our two top
performing A Level students, Luke Harling and
Amelie Baker, were named as the inaugural
recipients. The scholarship provides a £5,000
cash bursary each year for the three years of
their university degrees, along with a range of
additional opportunities designed to support
their development and prepare them for future
career success.

One of the key elements of the scholarship is an
annual conference in London, and on 13
November we hosted the very first event. We
travelled to the Royal Automobile Club in Pall
Mall, where Luke and Amelie were joined by the
next four highest achieving A Level students, as
well as our Head Boy and Head Girl, Lakshya
and Anaya.

Students heard from a brilliant lineup of former
Crossley Heath students who now work across a
variety of industries. They shared their career
journeys and offered thoughtful advice for
success. Some of the common themes included
the importance of resilience when facing setbacks, recognising what makes you unique
and using it to your advantage, and the value of remaining grounded and humble.

While in London, we also hosted a networking event for alumni living in the city. It was a
fantastic opportunity to reconnect with former students from across several decades, all
of whom still speak proudly of their time at Crossley Heath. Many offered to support
current students through mentoring, career talks and future events.

We were especially pleased to meet alumni who had not been in contact with the school
since leaving, and we hope to continue building these relationships. Plans are already
underway to replicate this success with a Halifedbased alumni networking event in the
near future.

iv_,/ﬁ
KINDNESS 3 COURAGE 3. EXCELLENCE
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Fundrai sing Updat e
Communi ty

We have recently welcomed several visitors into school, and made a few external visits, to share the funds raised during our
Fundraising Fortnight.

Representatives fromN 0 a h 6, ©veryatekHospiceandFor get Me Not (Qbitedud o eceidestheiHo s pi c e
donations and to talk about the important work they do in the local area. We also took a small group of students and staff
toSt A u g uosptesemt eud fandraising cheque in person and to learn more about how our contribution will support their
community programmes.

A portion of the money raised has been kept here at Crossley Heath to supportkbamdship Fundand other initiatives that
directly benefit our students.

We are very grateful to all staff and students who took part in Fundraising Fortnight in July and helped us raise suchragstro
total for these causes. We are already looking forward to seeing what we can achieve next year!

Reception

/

KINDNESS 3 COURAGE 3 EXCELLENCE
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The Engli sh Speaksi|nc
Mace Debating c¢qm

On Thursday 6th November, Awen Gitay (Y11), Ibrahim Ahmed (Y11) and Jack Rainforth (Y9) all ventured to Manchester fostthe il
round of this national and esteemed debating competition. The debates were held at The University of Law, a fitting venuwanfor
evening of discussion and argumentation. Our team first watched debates between North Halifax Grammar School and Titus Salt
School on tourism tax and between Dixons McMillan Academy and Trinity Sixth Form Academy orslngrtiomestic flights.

Our mot iThsHousean®ulddan dating and relationship a s e d r eVdelwere the ofpUsition team against Blackburn
College. Our debaters had researched and prepared thoroughly in their own time and duBpgak Like A Crossleya@lub. They stood
up and presented in front of an audience of students, parents and teachers with confidence in an articulate and convincing. iMais
showed great courage and they performed with excellence against older opponents. This was a brilliant opportunity to detredop
oracy skills and | am really proud that they tackled this challenge with bravery and enthusiasm.

We were thrilled when they were announced as winners of their debate and they, therefore,
progress onto round 2 later in the year. A really brilliant achievement!

For any students who would like to become
confident public speakers and have opportunitief™
like this, Speak Like A Crossleya@lub runs at
12.30pm every Monday at 12.30pm in L4 and
e practice debating and public speaking skills.
Watch out for the House Debating competition
later in the year too.

Anna Hazelton (Reading and Oracy Lead)

discovering voices
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The English Speaks nMa cleniDoenb aSci hnego 4 ¢ iodnaf

Public Speaking Competition, held virtually via Teams from 4&800pm. Gauri (Speaker), Advaita (Chair), Sofiah
(Questioner) and Jannat (Reserve) demonstrated maturity, confidence and excellent
communication skills throughout the evening. The event featured thougbrovoking
topics including the benefits of boredom,
powerful and articulate speech exploring the Martin Luther King JrquoteT her e Jc om
a time when s i Altbaugheur teasn did rot progrgsa o thenext round
all four students should be
commended for their hard
work, preparation and
professionalism in such a
competitive field. They were
excellent ambassadors for our
school.

(

Az &)

G-t
g TEME0,

We had a very successful first term in the UKMIr
Senior Maths Challenge with nearly 40 sixth
form students taking part. Two students did
make it through to the next round, Jacob Lewin
and Morgan Harrison. They achieved a silver
certificate in the next round which is a great
achievement!

o

Well done to them and all the other students
who took part!!

&UK Maths Trust
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Return of t he C

We were thrilled to celebrate the longwaited return of the cricket nets,
first installed by students themselves in the early 1900s, to our Lower
Arena with a fantastic launch event this September.

We welcomed a wonderful mix of visitors, from parents and alumni to
local teams and coaches, all keen to see the revitalised facilities in
action. Guests enjoyed cupcakes handmade by former studddalima,
along with beautiful event decorations created by current

student Alishba Students even took on our visitors in a series of fun
cricket challenges throughout the afternoon.

This project was made possible thanks to the generosity and passion
former studentsDavid and JamesThe Big 6 and the Crossley
Foundation whose support has restored a muctoved part of our
sporting heritage.

Davissupervising lunchtime use and leading an emerging cricket excellence
coaching programme. We are delighted to see cricket thriving once again at

The nets have already become a firm favourite with students, witr ‘
Crossley Heath.
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Year 12 | sl e

In early autumn, our Year 12 students travelled to the Isle of Arran for a-diy residential fieldwork experience based at the
Lochranza Centre. The islandds diverse | andscapes and i ant c

fieldwork required by the A .evel Geography specification.

Across the week, students carried out coastal and rivdemas i nvest:i
one of our Paper 2 case studies. These activities allowed students to strengthen their deddlection techniques, deepen their
understanding of geographical processes and begin developing the practical skills they will draw upon for their NEA.

Outside the formal fieldwork sessions, students also had the chance to experience more of what the island has to fiffeom
exploring caves along the west coast to visiting the chocolate shop and bakery in Brodick and even spotting a few seals!

The Arran trip remains a highlight of Year 12, offering a memorable blend of learning, teamwork and the opportunity to expiar of
Scotl andds most distinctive islands.




Day

As part of the schoollds cel eb
the European Day of Languages
a House Cake Decorating competition was held.

It was a European day of success
The students did themselves proud and some of them were
absolute masterpieces.

SAVILE WON.
and came second...
Porter third.

Chris Garbutt







Poetry Compet

House Poetry Competition

In celebration of National Poetry Day in

October, the English Department organised

a House competition, giving students and

staff the opportunity to submit their poetry
entries on the theme o

Thank you to all who submitted entries. A
winner was selected from each year group
and the overall winners were Savile House

A Winteraos FVen

The fire is on,
The lights are dimmed.
The cup still warm in my hands.
| want to stay still,

To relax,
O Constant Oak Sonnet To calm,
| want to stay inside.
Upon you tree my mire earliest joys were hung, | want to rest, To close my eyes,
In ancient arms embraced my tender years. To enjoy the silence,
Beneath us shade, my childish songs were sung, | want to stay inside.
And in its bark were carved my secret tears. While the snow falls.
O constant oak, thou keeper of my time,
Thy roots dost bind the letting hours fast. By Sarah Dews Savile House
Thou stoododst unmoved whill | dild strive to cl i mb,
And guard the fleeting shadows of my past. Winning Staff Entry

Though now my path hath wandered far from thee,
Still in my heart they memory is sown.
No fairer friend hath time bestowed on me
Than thou, who stood whilst | was yet unknown.

Forevermore thy branches shall remain,
A gentl e soft solace to sloothe my heartodos refrain.

By Sheza 8A  Porter House

Year 8 Winner

KINDNESS 3 COURAGE 3 EXCELLENCE
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The Queenless Hive & =25

| feel like | need help, | feel helplegsclaustrophobic, maybe lonely. «:\:‘ S

As | watch the rain drip down,

| see the bees bend and waver,

Their wings heavy with silence,
Their dance forgotten in the storm.

| sit therefi
Lost in a hive of memories
Each thought a restless bee
Buzzing, searching for the queen.

Gazing at my past,
| see the hive crumble,
Bees scatter, aimless, honey spilling like broken drear
Maybe theyodore |
Maybef like me.

Maybe 1 dm the que
Maybe 1 dm the
Maybe the swarm inside my m

Has forgotten where to st

The buzzing growing
Trapped inside m

Wings beating agai
Stuck inside my thoug
The darkness of my

By Urooj Fatima 7F Queens Hol

By Clara 10F Kings House

Year 10 Winner

KINDNESS
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| feel suffocated by my thoughts, &)
It feels |ike somethingods

wat
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House Poetry Competj|jtion
Stuck Inside
|l dm stuck inside, a vijer si
Where you love someone else,
And | 6m the quiet backag:
Of your brightest scenes.
You tell me about her, and | smile,
Like the words donot e«
Against the walls ove
A Death Sonata To keep myself from breaking.
] & neveren.dlng ro.utlne.. : Your laughter fills the room, and empties me,
The ring of each note is so misleadingly harming. A beautiful sound
] ) ) That bounces off the inside
Butllkeadanc_erlnamusu.:box, Of this cage | canBt |
Wound up time and again.
I siuins and scorches, R ediinto I laugh when you laugh, but part of me folds inward,
R smile. A paper heart creased too many times,
y i Trapped in the shape, you never chose to hold.
Stuck inside this endless loop.
Each crisp note loses its distinction. | memorise your face
They think they know you. e e
B Ee i nspect ed every n Like sunlight through glass,
N ) Close enough to feel,
B diEncer o Never close enough to touch.
In your frilly tutu, in a pretty box, chine higifted. TR kind
They think they see your flaws. And I twist your warmth
They do not. |
nto reasons to stay
) ) In this loop of maybes.
Trapped insode a vessdbrced to glide across,
Each painful screech of each familiar note, You call me friend
With that stupid smile. And | say it back,
A g Like itdés not a door
BEEEEe Y ou? o That only opens one way.
A neverending routine. And so, | stay
Trapped inside these walls
] ) Watching you love someone else
By Safiyah 9E Savile House While 18m stuck
] In the silence of what we never said,
Year 9 Winner The echoes of a love
That never found its way outside, stuck in
The space just outside yo
By Maryam 12C Kings House
Sixth Form Winner
KINDNESS COURAGE o3 EXCELLENCE
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And

Il n co

They

hopefully

Skip A Beat

Skip a beat
Skip a beat

Blink and you might skip a beat.

A bright sunny smile
The river that flows for countless miles
A sky that clouds swim in freely
soon a wor |l

Without guns,

Ideally.
Skip a beat
Skip a beat

Blink and you might skip a beat.

A child crying out for his mother

An old woman on the streets who no one knows or gives any both

Gun shots, bombs, gas chambers, mental qualms

So many scars, pain,
Agony.

be put into

Skip a beat

Skip a beat

Blink and you might skip a beat.

Great famine, starvation,
Across multiple different nations.
Skeletal ghosts,

Of food and water deprived,

nditions so

Families in such poverty: mothers, fathers, babies, children

canot even afford a

horrendoug

d w

waor

Their pockets nonexistent and empty,
Their souls worn out.
Their eyes glazed over, nothing to see.
Their hope nonexistent,
Just utter, complete doubt.

Skip a beat
Skip a beat
Blink and you might skip a beat.

Bodies. Bodies. They lay still, lifeless.
Blood, bones scattered, organs displaced,
Such a mess.
Rubble, redly stained,
Grass now bloodied and unmaintained.
An ownerless arm, with a doll in its hand
Why are theses people innocently murdering over ownership of lar|d?

Skip a beat
Skip a beat
Blink and you might skip a beat.

Blink and tear will roll down your cheek in shock.
Feeling the rosy rush of blood as your anger rages.
Why must we make our mouths (to our words) cages?
Why must we stop the anger from thawing through theses pagesp

This injustice, these scars, this pain and agony.

Why must these individuals f afce
This fury, this temper, in
I f | et it out, it woful
Nor give the help theydld
Skip a beat
Skip a beat

Blink and you might just skip a beat.

By Rana 11C Savile House

Year 11 Winner

B

KINDNESS
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Sohana
Podapati

Amelia
Young

Musa
Iqbal

Jayden
Jairath

Rana
Abdulrheem

Matilda
Walker

Muhammad
Zafeer

Seth
Harford

Rushiraj
Dash

Amaan
Siddiqui
Zoha

Nazir

Anaya
Hameed

Rayyan
Adeel

Syra
Jan

Isla
Isukapalli

Eleanor
Wickham

Amelia
Qurban

Thomas
Sanderson

Karam
Atwal

Simon
FENG

Raganvi
Kakumani

Sokratis
Pantazis

Harry
Davison

Zunairah
Ahmed

Thomas
Howells

Ayan
Siddiqui
Clara

Burgess

Matthew
Allcock

Amna
Arshad

Yousha Bin-
Sajad
Ismail

Ayza
Syed

Sarah
Mahmood

Aaliyah
Sagib

Harvin Singh
Dhanda

William
Bell

Ibrahim Zeeshan

Ahmed

Caitlin
Phillips

l 5+9Db¢

Wishing you many fabulous ADVENTURES for
this year's advent and the new year ahead.
Mr Taylor
DofE Awards Verifier

COURAGE



Family Connections
This special pin badge was given to Barbara Bower (née
Spencer) back in 1933 when she entered Crossley &
Porter School as a proud member of Savile House
[ former | y ISow, allodyeaeswdursy, |
Barbara has passed the bad
our very own Health & Well

Even though Victoria is firmly in Kings House, sworn
enemies of Savile, of course, these two generations still
manage to speak to each other!

School Memories of Barbara Bower (nee Spencer) Crossley & Porter 19338

School started at 9.00am, first bell was at 8.40am and finished at 4.00pm. All students arrived at school having walkedaarght the
busficars were rare then. School uniform consisted of. a navy coat in winter, regulation green blouse, navy bluepteated tunic with
girdle (the tunic had not to go below oneds kneaeeledshoesnshdohn e e | i
blazer with school crest and a cap in school colours with a small edging around the brim (no one liked the cap and as sooreg®t

outside the gates, the cap was removed!)

Mr Bolton was the Headmaster for boys. Miss Richardson, Headmistress fc !
girls. | recall the staff for girls being : Miss HesfofidAssistant Head Teacher,
also taught science; Miss HerbeftHistory and Geography; Miss Walki@Art;
Miss OakleyiLatin and English; Miss PallétFrench and Miss Leai PE and
Games, followed by Miss Lazenby.

The main hall was used as a dining roofigirls one side, boys the other and
no communication between them was allowed. The hall was also used for
speech days or special events. The top two landings of the school were use
as dormitories and there was a s m:
girls were allowed the use of.

Senior girls were Prefects and woe behold you if called to report to them!
This meeting was held in the Sixth Form class room in the building known &
the New Wing, which had opened shortly before | started.
A small shop run by O6Mad Hewitt dc¢
stamp for payment. Day girls were allowed off the grounds of course, so went The Schoo as
to this shop at lunchtime, buying 20z nuts and 20z raisins for a 1p stamp, for one of the boarders. Day girlsy Woul d haveg 1 oc
. o - - ~ during afbar
also brought packets of crisps to school for breaktinfis wa ppi ng t hem with a 06bo school daly 551
6Pokeyd bread. This was made on the premises an ci o
Amongst people employed for the outside wdiik recall Toniihe did a great deal of painting railings, gates etc. When asked why sign
saying 6Wet Paintdé his reply was 6Too many fingers touching
| attended Crossley & Porter from 1930 to 1938, leaving to take a Domestic Science course at Halifax Technical College. Dmmes
Science was not introduced as a school subject at that time. | then attended the Yorkshire Training College of House ceaftis|-
qualifying there. | married in 1947 to Dougie Bower.

Barbara al so remembers the brass |ions on the staircases. .. bi

e 774“——___—_’_____._———:'_—'7 :
KINDNESS ¢ 22 COURAGE -3 EXCELLENCE
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Year 13 Sheffield

The Sixth Form team took Y13 students on a really interesting visit to explore the University of Sheffield on 19th Septerfibey.met stu-
dent ambassadors and had personalised tours of Sheffield's extensive campus before having lunch in the student union buildfiegvere
then able to take part in a valuable session on applying to Russell Group universities, a talk on student life and a res#ijulisession with
helpful advice on applying for competitive courses.

MW sy =
e L IR |
L0 i e | LS

Year 12 Cambri dge

Our aspiring Oxbridge
applicants in Y12 spent two
lovely days in beautiful
Cambridge as guests of
Selwyn College. We were given
tailored sessions on the
Cambridge application
process, support schemes,
insights into interviews and
what students could do to
make themselves stand out.
Students discovered how to
set about choosing a
Cambridge college learning
what current students valued
as important, and then had a
tour of the historic city to find
out where everything was in
relation to the various
university buildings. We also
visited the Fitzwilliam Museum
and enjoyed watched the
picturesque sight of tourists
punting on the Cam in the
glorious autumn sunshine.

g; C"'e

Heath
Sixth Form




Year 13s AdAU mmzaa

/ In October we were delighted to welcome back

Crossley's alumna Aliza Arshad, who is now into her
second year of training with KPMG as part of their
prestigious degree apprenticeship programme. Aliza
spoke to the whole of Y13 giving students some useful
hints and tips about the competitive application
process and what skills they needed to concentrate on
to be successful. Our students will be having the
opportunity to sit a mock assessment centre event as
well as practice psychometric testing in the new year,
giving everyone considering a degree apprenticeship
route some really important experience before going
through the real thing!.

& Th

= Crosesley
Heath
- Sixth Form

Lancaster Unit ver si

The Lancaster University Chemistry department delivered an Infrared Spectroscopy practical workshop in school. Studentgjivenethe
unique opportunity within school to use the university's spectrometers they study the theory of in Year 13. The live speerathen analysed
by the students to identify the function groups within the compound tested. Students developed their understanding by setiaghemistry in
action and were very grateful for the time the Lancaster University PhD students took out of their busy schedules to comeuappubrt them.
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YedraMedSoc Commi tt e

Say hello to this year's MedSoc committee! Our year 12 prospective medicine and dentistry applicants underwent a selectpleaton
process before being appointed to their important roles in this society which is run for the benefit of students in yeat89The committee
are MedSocPresident:Aanya Thakker, Vice President Medicinknan Bibi, Vice President Dentistn8amara Ravat, andCommittee Mem-
bers Grace Sheard, Umaima Khan,-maqg Azeb, Ritika Sha and Aayan Jamil.

Our new batch of 202526 Sixth Form
Digital Champions are trained and all in pos
working alongside AgeUK to provide suppo
to older people to improve their digital skills
as well as providing loan technology to thos
without access. Y12 students have chosen
this option as part of their enrichment
programme which they follow alongside the
A level studies.

One Digital Champion Programme service
user said: oPeople f{
feel excluded from a society that is
becoming more digital by the day and this
wonderful service is invaluable and
essentiallé

Crossley Heath are thrilled to have been the
school chosen to host the Age UK Digital
Champion Programme in Calderdale &
Kirklees. Improving digital skills and access
to technology means a brand new group of
older people in our area are now able to
access essential services and the

opportunity to connect with loved ones.
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Restart a Heart

Restart a Heart Day 2025 Saving Lives at
Crossley Heath!

Nearly 300 of our Year 12 and 13 students took
part in lifesaving CPR training as part of Restart a
Heart Day, led by the incredible team from the
Yorkshire Ambulance Service.

Wedre especially proud that
was Niamh, a wonderful member of our Crossley

Heath alumni, who has gone on to make a real

difference through her work with YAS.

Our students showed fantastic engagement and
maturity throughout the sessions, learning vital
skills that could one day help save a life.

A huge thank you to Yorkshire Ambulance Service
5 ~The and everyone involved in delivering such an

= Crossley important and inspiring day.

SN H
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Barri ster and For mer <

Barrister and former Crossley Heath student Emily
Landale talked to a packed room of sixth form students
about careers and
routes into Law in
October. Students
learned about
different entry
routes as well as
the various legal

jobs they may soon I NINE
wish to aim for and
—

how to start getting

‘ésrﬁiﬁ;'v‘jf”p;!g”b‘f' The truth, theswhole truth ane
running an ] but the truth about a
Advocacy Workshoy

for our Y12 the law....

students in school
in February to
bolster their future
applications!

orc:WWW + + 1+
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We s t Yor kshire Mamuf
Scavenger Hunt Ch

Congratulations Raheem! West Yorkshire Manufacturing Services ran a Scavenger Hunt challenge at their National ManufacRaing
event back in September. A huge well done to Raheem, one of our Year 12 Product Design students, who answered the mostomsesti
correctly.

Pictured, presenting Raheem with his prizea Lenovo tablet- are Freya Taylor, marketing manager and organiser of #NMD2025,caBam
Sleight from Made in Yorkshire, who kindly donated the prize. The event was a fantastic opportunity to inspire the next gémeabout the
world of manufacturing- and it was great to see so many enthusiastic young people taking part!

& Th
= Crogsley
Heath
- Sixth Form

Be | nPpiorge da mme

ST i We had a fantastic session for ouBe
= & P \ i L Inspired’ programme in November,

thanks to former student Alastair
Rawes, who is in his final year as a
Dyson Institute Engineering Degree
Apprentice. Students found out about
the Dyson's branehew engineering
degrees, about life and opportunities
with such an interesting and forward
looking company and about his exciting
recent placement in Singapore. Alastair
shared how to best navigate the
recruitment process and the students
came away with lots of information
about what they can be doing now to
make themselves stand out as future
applicants! Huge thanks to Alastair for
coming all the way from Wiltshire to
see us and to Dyson for their support!

institute of
engineering

INSPIRED




Y12s enjoyed a fun
after-school bowling
session on

11t November,
challenging staff for
the highest scores
and the best
techniques! It was a
great way to get to
know each other and
have some enjoyable
downtime!

A 6" form Form Challenge where each form
had a pumpkin to carve. We had a spooky
judging session and the winners were lIris,
Wiktoria and Ritika.

& mThe :
= Lrossley
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GCHQ National Langua?

GCHQ National Language Competition

From 17th-21st November 2025, 6 teams of Year 9 students took part in this national

competition in an attempt to solve the most languagthemed challenges within a 25 hour
time-frame and win a visit to GCHQ in Cheltenham. The points totals and rankings of our teams
were as follows:

1 Reflective Lizard 6290
2 Bold Crab 5085
3 Stylish Firefly 4115
4 Zippy Zebra 3080

5 Knowledgeable 1840
Snake

b Rare Hyena 1690

Well done to all those who participated especially to Kittie Banasko, Hana Zahid,
Ariana Hewage and Safiyah Adeel who made up our top performing te&uweflective Lizard.

Anna Hazelton

KINDNESS 3 COURAGE 3 EXCELLENCE



School Chess Teams
The School 8s madethed way sheough te thersecond round of the
National Chess Championships with a comprehensive win in round dhe

Sri Sasi Ibrahim Ahmed
Alex Burke Amaan Siddiqui
Awen Gitay Noah Ramsden
Aaryan Butt Yusuf Basharat
Thomas Howells Raffi Sefen
Shaheer Ahmed Harris Rana

b€ [C>

I3
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The proud father of Sri, a year 8 student off Queen
success:
I dm happy to share that Sri had a fantastic chess

won first prize at the 3rd Sheffield Chess Internationalfinishingunbeatenin the 5-round event,
securingfirst place with 4.5 points and earning acash prize of £500

This was a highly competitive tournament featuring many strong and experienced players. Despite
starting with aranking of 16, Sri displayed remarkable consistency, focus, and determination
throughout the event. His strong opening rounds, combined with confident middjame strategies,

helped him build momentum as the tournament progressed.
Srids performance was truly i nmnkedoppongnisbdiasonfot onl y
demonstrated excellent sportsmanship and composure under pressure. He finished the tournamgnt
in style, and we are all extremely proud of him.

Congratulations go to Sri and to

COURAGE 3 EXCELLE



4(% #2/ 33, %9 ( P'OOOA3 #H (@ / ,

A Fond Farewell

]
End of Mocks 2025
November saw the GCSE and A Level students take their mo
exams, with all the students working hard to achieve good
results with the encouragement of their teachers.
The School ds intrepid team y knc
as The Headless Chickengnce again proved their services
invaluable.
These are the | ast exams fo Exarl
Officer, who is leaving for pastures new and whose excellencq
(including her legendary 100% exam board inspections!),
unfailing courage and natural kindness along with her great
sense of humour, have been the hallmark of a 24 year long
career at the School.
Emma Haig, Assistant SENCo and
Exam Access Arrangement Man 4§ OHead
Chicken Honcho6 until our ng¢
We wish Sally every happiness in her new ventures!
HEAPLESSs
CHICKEN
sQuap
Bl ue bPatge
Hana Akhtar, who is in 9C, applied for the BBC Blue Peter Book
Badge over the Autumn break and has now received it.
v Designed by worldenowned illustrator, Quentin Blake, this
badge is awarded to children aged-&5 who send in their
thoughts on a book, draw a character or scene and share which
other books and writers they love.
Here is a snippet from Han aMustBetrayp | i e boo
Youby Ruta Sepetys:
d Must Betray Youollows Cristian Florescu, a 1¥earold living in Communist
Romania under constant surveillance, shortages, and fear. When he is
blackmailed by the secret police to inform on others, Cristian must choose ‘
between betraying those he loves or risking his life. As Romania edges toward
revolution, he learns the power of trust, love, and quiet courage. Despite
suffering and oppression, Cristian and his friends remain resilient, proving
that even in the darkest times, kin b ur vi v

KINDNESS 3 COURAGE 3 EXCELLENCE
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Chasing VermeerBy Blue Balliett

When seemingly unrelated and
strange events start to happen and a
precious Vermeer painting
disappears, eleveryearolds Petra
Andalee and Calder Pillay combine

! their talents to solve an international

art scandal.

BLUE BALLIETT
uwesereo o BRETT HELQUIST

SACHOLARTIC

This Is What Happy Looks LikRy Jennifer E Smith

A Georgeds Secret

ByLucy & Stephen Hawking

George's pet pig breaks through the
fence into the garden next doof
introducing him to his new
neighbours: the scientist, Eric, his
daughter, Annie, and a super
intelligent computer called Cosmos.

P2

And from that moment George's life
will never be the same again, for
Cosmos can open a portal to any
point in outer space . . .

A humorous and heartwarming novel about small

towns, big love and mistaken email identity. When
teenage movie star Graham Larkin \
accidentally sends small town girl Ellie
O'Neill an email about his pet pig, the two
seventeenyearolds strike up a witty and
unforgettable correspondence, discussing
everything under the sun, except for their
names or backgrounds. out that Ellie's Main
hometown is the perfect location for his
latest film, and he decides to take their
relationship from online to irperson. But can
a star as famous as Graham really start a
relationship with an ordinary girl like Ellie?
And why does Ellie want to avoid the media
spotlight at all costs?

THIS™>
IS WHA

HAPPY

LR AL

Periodic Tales
By Hugh Alderseyilliams

Everything in the universe is made o
them, including you. Like youthe
elements have personalities,
attitudes, talents, shortcomings,
stories rich with meaning.

Here you'll meet iron that rains from
the heavens and noble gases that
light the way to vice. You'll learn how
lead can tell your future while zinc
may one day line your coffin. You'll

01 o Tack Paes Bawioting Auites of

NORIH

he Christmas Mystery

ByJostein Gaarder

THE ROESENAR

FREIDA
McFADDEN

Against the MachineBy Paul Kingsnorth

An account of the technologicatultural
matrix enveloping all of us. With insight
into the spiritual and economic roots of

Key

Hidden in the corner of a dusty old bookshop,
Joachim discovers a handmade Advent calendar
and begs his father to let him take it home. He
next morning, when he opens the calendar's
first door, out falls a tightly folded piece of
paper: the first instalment of a magical story
about a young girl named Elisabet.

Little by little these pieces tell the girl's story,
and as we learn what happened to her, another
story is revealed- that of the strange old man
who made the calendar...

techno-capitalism, Kingsnorth reveals how the Machine,
in the name of progress, has choked Western civilization
is destroying the Earth itself, and is reshaping us in its
image. From the First Industrial Revolution to the rise of
artificial intelligence, he shows how the hollowing out of
humanity has been a | ong
is at stake.

It takes effort to remain truly human in the age of the
Machine. Here Kingsnorth reminds us what humanity
requires: a healthy suspicion of entrenched power;
connection to land, nature and heritage; and a deep
attention to matters of the spirit.

The Intruder

By Frieda McFadden

§ RaNEpSyR_HBIgicd |

thriller about
endurance and
desperation,
exploring how far one
girl will go to save
herselfi and the
repercussions of
survival at any cost...




First name

Isobel Anderson Alto Saxophone 3
ABRSM exams William Bell Piano 6
At the time of writing, the following students Noah Gee Piano 3
are due to be undertaking grade Sai Venkat Gnanasakthi Piano 1
examinations within school. We will share .
Seth Harford Piano 3
Reuben Hayre Piano 1
Elijah Hill Alto Saxophone 3
Alice Hobson Piano 5
Riya Kanetkar Singing 3
Sohan Kodidasu Piano 4
Jingzhi Lou Piano 1
Ata Ogutu Piano 1
Andiya Qarany Piano 2
Duwa Rehman Piano 1
Oscar RichardsonHorn Piano 2
Harrison Ricketts Piano 2
Prithiv Jith Shiva Deep Piano 6
Stanley Stuart Piano 4
Sofia Swales Piano 1

Last name

Instrument

@
a
(1]

Sign up for instrumental/vocal
lessons at Crossley Heath

We offer lessons in: Voice, Piano, Woodwind,
Strings, Brass, Drums, Acoustic/Electric Guitar
and Classical Guitar

For more information and to meet the staff and
access their contact info please scan the QR
code below.

o st

COURAGE %

KINDNESS b EXCELLENCE

KINDNESS

COURAG 3o

Instrumental lessons in school

It is great to see so many students accessing our instrumental lessons

in school. We have nearly doubled the number of students taking
instrumental lessons in school, in the last five years. For any student

who is interested in having lessons on an instrument, please scan this

QR code. Biographies from our wonderful staff and details of how to

sign up can be from the i mage on t|

EXCELLENCE



Winter Fayre

On Saturday 29th November, our school was
transformed into a festive wonderland as we
hosted our muchanticipated Winter Fayre. The
event was a fantastic success, welcoming
students, staff, families, and members of the local
community to enjoy a day filled with seasonal
sights, sounds, and delicious festive treats.

Live music was a true highlight of the day, creating
a joyful and welcoming atmosphere throughout the
school. Our brass group, featuring Sam Cooper,
Ben Cooper and Art Watson, performed alongside
Mrs Callaghan and delighted visitors with a
selection of wellloved Christmas carols and festive
favourites, bringing an extra sparkle to the
celebrations.

As guests browsed the many stalls, they were also treated
to beautiful background music from our talented solo
pianists. Eliza Ravat, Samara Ravat, Kamissa Kouadio,
Prithiv Jith Shiva Deep, Evelyn Strong, David Nimmo, Oscar
RichardsonHorn, Noah Gee, and Raphael Aghahowa all
performed with great skill and confidence, their
performances adding warmth and charm to an already
magical occasion.

Piano Festival

This year, we decided to reposition the Piano Festival in the School Calendar. Please see below for details. |If
your child would |Iike to be involved please sign them up

Piano Festival Jan 202686 Fill in form

CROSSLEY
HEATH
PIANO
FESTIVAL

4 days of music filled corridors
12-15" January.

Culminating in an evening
concert with special guest
performances.

Piano Festival Jan 2026!

Thurs 15™ Jan, 2026
6:45pm

(Doors open at 6.30pm)
Main Hall

Tickets for the concert are now
live on parent pay £5.

Refreshments will be available
on the night.


https://forms.office.com/e/m32F3ZXDhd

Ravenscliffe

As part of our continued commitment to building strong musical
links with local schools, The Crossley Heath Band recently visiti
Ravenscliffe School to share some festive cheer through a
special Christmas performance. The event provided a wonderfu
opportunity for students from both schools to come together anc
celebrate the season through the shared language of music.

Led by Mrs Callaghan, The Crossley Heath Band presented a
lively and engaging programme that was warmly received by
students and staff at Ravenscliffe. The performance featured a
selection of festive favourites, including he Christmas Songnd
Rudolph the RedNosed Reindeerwhich quickly captured the
audienceds attention and filll

A particularly special moment in the concert came when one of
the Ravenscliffe students took to the podium to conduct the
band, an experience that was enjoyed by both the conductor and
performers alike and perfectly reflected the collaborative spirit of
the visit.

The band has grown significantly since last year, with a
noticeably larger ensemble and an expanded percussion section
adding depth, energy, and excitement to the performance. This
growth is a testament to the enthusiasm and commitment of our
musicians and the continued success of the ensemble.

The concert ended on a high with an interactive sirdong to
Feliz Navidad with Ravenscliffe students enthusiastically joining
in by clapping, tapping, and shaking instruments, creating a
joyful and inclusive atmosphere.

We are delighted with the success of this visit and look forward
to continuing our partnership with Ravenscliffe School. This
performance marks another positive step in what we hope will
be a lasting and rewarding musical collaboration for years to
come.
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Prizegiving

Our Annual Prizegiving Ceremony was a memorable
evening celebrating the achievements of our Year 11 ai
Year 13 students from the previous academic year,
recognising not only academic success but also the
outstanding musical talent within our school community
The ceremony was enriched by a varied and highality
musical programme that created an atmosphere of prid
and celebration throughout the evening.

The event opened with an energetic performance from

the brass group, who set a bold and ceremonial tone wi
Le trombeby Banchieri. This rousing opening provided
fitting start to the eveningos celebrations.

The school choir followed with a warm and ;’5_1'7,‘_‘ -
uplifting performance ofA Million Dreams =
by Benj Pasek and Justin Paul (arranged t
R Emerson), bringing optimism and joy to
the occasion.

A highlight of the programme was a solo
performance from Grace Hobson on alto
saxophone. Grace performed the second
movement Romance f r om Ron
Concerto for Alto Saxophone and Piano
delivering an expressive and sensitive performance that
demonstrated her musical maturity.

The audience was also treated to a powerful vocal solo from
Pragya Surabhi, who performetdhe Wizard and by Stephen
Schwartz with confidence and emotion, adding a dramatic mome
to the evening.

Also, the staff choir, which is beginning to increase in numbers,
took to the stage to perform a moving rendition of the traditional
Parting Glassn an arrangement by R Johnson, followed by an
uplifting performance ofDreaming of Youwby James Skelly
(arranged by J Alexander).

With such a rich and diverse
range of performances, this
yeardos Prizegiyv
celebrated both academic
achievement and the vibrant
musical life that continues to
thrive within our school
community.
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Exciting News!

After the success of 6Oliver Jr6 which was ou
announce the upcoming performance of Matilda Jr which will be happening ohahd 9t July!

The Crossley Heath School

PRESENTS

RALD b

Matilda

THE MUSICAL
R.




Halifax Minster

At the time of writing, we are very much looking forward to returning to
Halifax Minster for our muckanticipated Traditional Carol Service. This mucl
Hoved festive event promises to be a special evening of music in a beautiful
setting, bringing our school community together to celebrate the season.

The service will feature performances from The Crossley Heath Band, along
with the Choir, Brass Group, String Group, Classical Guitar Ensemble, and
the Staff Choir, creating a rich and varied programme of festive music. With
such a wide range of ensembles involved, the evening is set to be a
wonderful showcase of the musical talent within our school.

We are also pleased to be able to take our Yead9 students to Halifax
Minster on the final day of term for a celebration for all. This will provide a
meaningful opportunity for younger students to experience this special
setting and enjoy a shared moment of reflection and celebration as the term
draws to a close.

We look forward to sharing this longtanding tradition with our school

community once again and spreading festive cheer in such a memorable and
inspiring venue.

1
r

;!t

Royal Northern College of Music Opportunity

We are pleased to be offering our string players the opportunity to take
part in a String Workshop led by tutors from the Royal Northern College
of Music. This exciting and inspiring workshop will be hosted at
Crompton House School, Oldham, and provides students with the
chance to work with specialist musicians from o
conservatoires.

The workshop will focus on developing ensemble and performance
skills and is a fantastic opportunity for young string players to broaden
their musical experience.

There is a cost of £14 per student, which covers the workshop and
associated fees. Payment is available via ParentPay, and must be
made by Friday 20th December to secure a place

Parents and carers of students who play string instruments are
encouraged to sign up promptly, as places are limited.

For further information, please contact Mr R Nimmo, Head of Music.
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Year 7 Sing with Band Performance

The Music Department was delighted to welcome parents an
carerstothefirste ver Year 7 0Sing wi
which proved to be a hugely successful and enjoyable evening
of musicmaking.

With over 65 students taking part and an audience of
approximately 120, the concert was a wonderful celebration
of music at The Crossley Heath School and a fantastic
opportunity to welcome Year 7 families into the school
community. For many parents, this was the first time they had
been invited into school since their child started in Year 7,
making the event particularly special.

All participating Year 7 students performed with great
enthusiasm and confidence, singing alongside the school
band and choir. The combined performances includecircle

of Life and Can You Feel the Love Tonighteautifully
supported by the choir, while Year 7 students also impressed
the audience with their energetic performance dEruella De
Vil.

The Crossley Heath Band showcased their versatility and
musicianship with a lively programme includinghe
Simpsons Pirates of the Caribbeanand Funky Townwhich
were met with enthusiastic applause from the audience.

The evening not only highlighted the hard work and
commitment of our young musicians, but also demonstrated
the strong sense of community and collaboration within the
Music Department. As the first event of its kind, the concert
set an exciting precedent for future Year 7 musical
opportunities.

We are extremely proud of all the students involved and
would like to thank staff, parents, and performers for
contributing to such a positive and successful event. We look
forward to building on this momentum as we continue to
promote musical opportunities and participation across the
school.




Royal Albert Halt Schools Prom 2025

Forty members of our school band recently enjoyed an unforgettable trip to London, where they performed at the saridus Roya
Albert Hall as part of the Massed Orchestra for the Schools Prom 2025, organised by Music for Youth.

The highlight of the trip was stepping onto the iconic stage of the Royal Albert Hall. Performing alongside hundreds of yousigians
from across the country, our students rose to the occasion with confidence and professionalism. The power and excitemenayhg
as part of such a large orchestra in such a prestigious venue made the experience truly memorable and a proud moment for the
school.

The group stayed overnight in London, making the most of their time in the capital. A river cruise along the Thames offéuadiag
views of famous landmarks, including the Houses of Parliament, Tower Bridge and the London Eye, and students also enjoyddrion
sightseeing around the city.

Another highlight was attending a matinee performance @he Lion Kingn the West End. The impressive costumes, music and staging
captivated the audience and added to an already exciting itinerary.

Following this incredible experience, the band will be looking to build on their success by entering the Music for YoutloRadiestival
in March in Huddersfield. This will provide another valuable opportunity for students to develop their performance skillssiodvcase
their musical talent.




