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Week   Task 

1 
3/2/25 

Research your favourite exam questions. Look up artists, create some rough mind-maps of ideas and start a 
Pinterest board. 

Spend the lesson making notes, names of artists and decide which question you will study. 
Complete title page and mind map. Create some small drawings around your research/mind map to demon-

strate skill nice and early on. Make sure you have the question you have chosen written out on the first 
page so the examiner knows what you are responding to. Try to tie your title page into your initial ideas 
for the question. Remember the title page sets the tone for your project so you want it to be of high quali-
ty! Use a media that links to your area of study 

Create a double page of ideas. Evidence broad and wide-ranging research into your topic through images, col-
our swatches, notes, sketches and screenshots from websites/photocopies from books. 

  

2 
  

Complete your 1st Artist research page 

Select an artist who inspires you and whose work you could replicate/take inspiration from within your own. 
They do not have to do the exact thing you want to do in your project! You may choose to look at them 
because you like the way they use colour, the way they use composition, the way they use a particular 
media. 

Remember to include on your page the following: Images of the artist work (aim for at least 5), information 
about the artist (brief – max 1 paragraph), you opinion and why you have chosen to look at this artist – 
how are they inspiring you, 4C analysis (1 paragraph on each of these). Finally, you may want to include a 
small copy of the artist work if you think this will be helpful in understanding how they have used the me-
dia to create your piece later. 

  
Start to collect photos to work from for your first piece (or produce your first shoot). This should be a piece 

which is inspired by the artist. Where possible try to take your own photos but if you can’t take your own 
photos (for instance you want to draw a lion and don’t have a pet lion at home) you can use a photo from 
the internet (unless you are a photographer you need your own photos!). Aim to get a minimum of 20 
photos which you can work from 

  
Start to plan your first piece responding to the artist. Start with some design ideas (minimum 3) (sketches or 

statement of intent) Make sure these are done to a high standard and not rushed. Remember to annotate 
your design ideas to explain what you are intending to do – how big is it going to be? What media? How 
does it link to the artist? 

Choose your best design idea and start to refine it. Consider the composition first. Try tweaking the size of 
things, try tweaking the position. Where is your focal point? Produce 3 different composition ideas/
different edits 

Next consider the media and colour scheme you will use. Fine art -get a photocopy of your most successful 
design idea and work on this to try different media/colour schemes. If you are on the computer, remem-
ber to screenshot your colour trials/edits as you edit your images in different ways. 

Remember this stage is to help you figure out how to make your piece in the most successful way. Any ques-
tions you have that start with “what would happen if I do…” are things you should have a go at and see 
what happens! 



Week 3 
Half term 

Once you have completed all of your trials you are ready to create your transcription - aim 
to spend about 3 hours on this piece. Remember it should have connections to the initial 
artist you have looked at. Use what was the most successful in your trials. 
Photography – produce a ‘final’ response to the artist. Make sure you consider how this is 
presented – print work where possible 

  

Week 4 
  
  

Complete your second artist research page. Select a second artist who inspires you and whose 
work you could replicate/take inspiration from within your own. This artist should comple-
ment the first artist but they shouldn’t be too similar. You will be combining their work in 
the next couple of weeks so think what styles would go together and work with the ideas 
you have. 

  

Respond to your artists as appropriate like you did for artist 1 (create a ‘wow’ page) – Design 

ideas/statement of intent 

  

Produce 2 pages of experimentation where you are experimenting with combining some of the 

ideas/elements of the artist you have explored with your own ideas. 

  

Week 5 Produce a larger development piece outside of your book (A3 or equivalent) use this as an 
opportunity to show off your skills and practice any techniques/combinations of materials or 
composition ideas you would like to explore. Your work should be more imaginative and per-
sonal now, avoid coping directly from the artists you have looked at so far. 
Photography – produce a ‘final’ response to the artist. Make sure you consider how this is pre-
sented – print work where possible 

  

Week 6 Create your third and final artist research page. 

Respond to your artist appropriately -as before, creating a copy of a small section of their work 

if needed/shoot 3 

Take another series of primary source photographs and produce some observational sketches 

from these. Stick in a contact sheet from your shoot and annotate it. 

Complete some design ideas/statement of intent – trial/edit/experiment like you have done 

previously. 

  

Week 7 Produce another larger development piece outside of your book (A3 or equivalent) use this as 
an opportunity to show off your skills and practice any techniques/combinations of materi-
als or composition ideas you would like to explore. Your work should be more imaginative 
and personal now, avoid coping directly from the artists you have looked at so far. 

  

Week 8 Create a mind map of ideas for your inspired piece, drawing inspiration from the artists/

development work you created throughout the project. 

Take any primary source photos that you will need to work from for your inspired piece out-

come ideas. You can also use secondary source when necessary 

Begin to create some small sketches of potential composition ideas in pencil – annotate to 

add notes of your intentions and add some rough colour plans 

Trial any media/ colours/compositions needed. 

  



Week 9 
  

Produce another development piece where you are combining ideas/influences from the three 

artists you have looked at so far, along with your own imaginative ideas. Play to your 

strengths and spend this week creating something really impressive, original and enjoyable 

outside of your book (A3 or A2 size) using appropriate materials. 

take a photo and stick it in your book and analyse and reflect on the success of it and how your 

ideas have developed since creating it. 

Additional task: Create a 4th artist research page (optional) 

  

Week 10 
(Easter) 

Using your reflection, consider how you can refine your idea further – how can you develop it/
move it on further/find another way of representing your ideas. 
Begin to create some small sketches of potential refined composition ideas in pencil – how are 

you moving the idea on now? – annotate to add notes of your intentions and add some 

rough colour plans 

  

Week 11 
(Easter) 

Create a 2-3 small ‘miniature’ pieces that begin to realise your intentions for your final piece 

(A4). These could be small drawings, paintings, sculptures /edits etc. 

Develop your favourite idea further into a more developed A3 practice piece (or equivalent) 

which is created using the same materials you think that you will need to use in the exam 

  

Week 12 Annotate your development pieces that you are creating in the lead up to the exam – reflect 

on your work as it is progressing and identify any areas for improvement. 

Continue to refine and develop your ideas for your final piece, testing and experimenting with 

materials to make sure that your outcomes are as successful as you want them to be. If you 

need to change your mind about your final piece, do it now. 

You may also wish to undertake additional research to inform your final piece 

  

Week 13 Complete any unfinished work. Review and refine all of your drawings in your portfolio of work 
and ensure that you are happy with them. 

Take any extra primary source photographs that you may need for your exam. 
Source any specific materials that you may need for your exam e.g. boards, paints, brushes, 

glazes etc. Speak to your teacher. Make sure that you have everything read. 

  

Week 14 Complete a final design plan/final statement of intent ready for your exam. 

You need to explain what you are doing and how it links to the artists you have looked at. You 
should clearly explain what the piece is about, what size, what media you will use. If time, 
add colour to show what colour scheme you will use. 

Ask your teacher for last minute feedback and advice. 

Create your hour-by-hour time plan for the 15 hours 

Prepare any boards/canvases etc with gesso, wedge clay, stretch paper etc. 

  

  Exam 6th/7th/8th   


