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Online Safety 

26th January 2018 

Dear Parent / Carer 

Tuesday 6th February is UK Safer Internet Day and throughout that week the school will be organising activities 

and assemblies focussed on helping students to be safe online.  However, we understand that as parents you 

play a vital role in educating your son/daughter about appropriate internet use and in the run-up to Safer 

Internet Day 2018 we thought you might find some of the sources of information below useful. 

The NSPCC publishes information via the link below, through which you can find sections dedicated to advice 

on topics such as ‘how to set up parental controls’, ‘online games’ and ‘how to talk to your child about staying 

safe online’. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ 

 

You may also be interested in the following online articles about the use of social media: 

Call for 'safe accounts' on social media to protect children from grooming and bullying 

 Social media firms have failed to tackle online child abuse, grooming and bullying, a leading children’s 

charity has claimed. 

 https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-we-do/news-opinion/government-must-protect-children-social-

media/ 

Livestreaming online: The advantages and dangers of going live 

 Apps like Facebook Live put live broadcasting into anyone’s hands – discover more about the benefits 

and dangers. 

 http://home.bt.com/tech-gadgets/internet/social-media/what-is-livestreaming-online-apps-facebook-

live-instagram-live-video-dangers-11364197046291 

Facebook Messenger for kids 

 Facebook find a way to sell adverts to kids 

 https://www.cnet.com/news/facebook-messenger-kids-david-marcus/ 

Social media is as harmful as alcohol and drugs for millennials 

 The word “addiction” brings to mind alcohol and drugs. Yet, over the past 20 years, a new type of 

addiction has emerged: addiction to social media. 

 http://observer.com/2017/06/social-media-is-as-harmful-as-alcohol-and-drugs-for-millennials/ 
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The school also occasionally receives warnings about specific issues or websites which we have included for 

you below: 

Snapchat's new map feature raises fears of stalking and bullying 

 Snap Maps lets users track each other’s movements in real time, but child safety groups are cautioning 

young people against sharing their location. 

 https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2017/jun/23/snapchat-maps-privacy-safety-concerns 

Warning to schools over live streaming app 

 Detectives have written to every school in Northamptonshire warning headteachers of a video 

streaming app Live.me which could put pupils at risk. 

 http://northants.police.uk/press-release/police-issue-warning-schools-amid-online-safety-concerns-

over-live-streaming-app 

 

Finally, I include an expert from a recent message to schools from West Yorkshire Police. 

If children and young people receive any inappropriate or sexualised content on any social media 

platform, be it Snapchat, Instagram, WhatsApp or any other channel - they should delete it 

immediately and tell a trusted adult – a teacher or parent for example. 

It’s really important that they understand that if they show such content to someone else or forward 

it on to other people, they could be committing a crime and we want to stop that happening. We 

have been clear that we do not want to criminalise children and that people won’t be in trouble if 

they’ve made a genuine mistake. 

Sadly, we are seeing more offences where young people are being targeted by offenders who 

conceal their identities, and know where to go online to access and strike up false friendships with 

children and unfortunately, no one is immune to the dangers. Please discuss this with your children 

and encourage them to talk to you or another trusted adult if they have any worries or concerns. 

They can also call ChildLine if they really don’t feel comfortable talking to someone face-to-face. 

If you have any concerns about the safety of your children online or would like to know more, there is 

further support and advice for children and parents available on the CEOP website 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 

 

Yours Faithfully 

 

Jonathan Brownlie 

Deputy Head and Designated Safeguarding Lead 
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